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PREFACE

This manuseript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian
Studies by Shirin Sami'i with Eslam Kazemiyyeh in Paris in October 3, 1983
and May 8, 1984.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, not for the
views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serdious
research schoalrs accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place
as is made available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may be
made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BLOGRAPHLCAL NOTE

Eslam Kazemiyyeh was born in Tehran in 1931, to a clerical family.

He completed his primary as well as secondary education in Tehran,

He received his Bachelor's degree from the Faculty of Literature

of Tehran University. He has taught at Iranian insitutions of

higher learning as well as Tehran's secondary schools. He 1ls a writer
and a political activist, bast known for his role in the

Writers and Poets Circle, responsible for a number of petitions

and letters of political content released in Tehran between 1967

and 1977,

Mr. Kazemiyyeh's political career began when he joined the Tudeh
Party during his teenage years., He was then one of the most active
memebers of the Youth Chapter of the Tudeh Party. Following

the split within the Party, he joined Khalil Maleki's Third

Force. He supported the Mossadeq movement in 1953, but thenafter
abandoned political activities, and dedicated his time to
intellectual endeavors, After the revolution, Kazemiyyeh contributed
to the Jonbesh magazine until dts closure and his eéscape from

Iran.

Kazemiyyeh's recollections shed much light on political activism
among Tudeh cadres, National Frontists, and liberal dissident
intellectuals., Moreover, his first hand experiences with
revolutionary leaders such as Khomeini, Beheshti and Khamene'i
are invaluable insights into the politics of post-revolution
Iran,



CONTENTS OF INTERVIEW OF
ESLAM KAZEMIYYEH

SUBJECT PAGE

Family background, educational history, involvement in politics 1-2
during teen years; On Tudeh's recruitment methods and his
involvement in the youth chapter o¢f the Tudeh Party

Factional confrontations within the Tudeh Party and the 2-3
emergence of deviationist Communism under Khalil Maleki
due to the question of oil and Mossadeq

Differences between the Third Force and the Tudeh Party over 3-5
the question of oil; dintellectual astivities and thedir

political consequences; members of the first literary

circle, 1967; Queen Farah's sponsorship of a conference for

writers and poets

The open letter of Hajj Seyyed Javadi to the Shah and its 6-7
effect on the Iranian intellectuals; human rights and

writing of open letters to government officials, especially
Hoveyda

Events of 1963 and political turmeil leading to Amini's 7-8
premiership; Amini's relationship with the clergy and Alam's
premiership; Alam's philosophy of utilizing former Tudeh

members as means of confronting Tudeh Party

On the connection between Khomeini's confidant, Hajji Roghani  9-10
and the U.S8. Embassy; on religion and monarchy as components

of a system of state; consequences of the clergy's defeat

in 1963

Khomeini's religlous qualifications, and shortcomings as a 10-12
speaker; on the protest letter of 1977 to Hoveyda; perceptions

of power of the regime at the time; the regime's reaction

to the latter; on when the revolution started and when it

became a religious movement; rampent alienation among the

elite of the Pahlavi regime; on the participation of the
benefitiaries of the regime in demonstrations

On his participation in demonstrations; on technocrats' 13~-15
contribution to the demise of Iran; on the clergy's

organizational abilities; on the techniques of demonstra-

tions; the role of the clergy's network; on tha extent

of the role of the outside actors

Relation of concept of komiteh to traditional neighborhood 16-17
structure of Iran; alienation of neighborhood strongmen

in formation of komitehs; a personal recollection of a

neighborhood revolutionary organizer in Shemiran
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intellectuals and the masses

Why the dintellectualg did not support Bakhtivar or take 33-34
notice of his warnings concerning c¢lerlcalism; on Bakhtiyar's
failure to relate to the masses

Parsonal impressions of Khomeinl; memories of Khomednil's 34-36
chastigement in Qom due to his philosophical inclinations:

on how this love of philosophy had led many to view Khomeini

as an open-minded man} his assessment of Khomeini's personal

traits and intellectual calibre; Khomeini's personal character-
istics in comparison to other clergy

Khomeini's relations with Fada'iyan~-e& Eglam; Khomeini's 36-37
relations with Borujerdi; Kazemiyyeh's impressions of

Khomeini's expression that he bore no feelings upon his

return to Iran after fifteen years of exile; Khomeini as.

a political leader, especially as manifested in his arrival

in Tehran

Meeting with Khomeini in Tehran after the Ayatollah's 38-41
return from Paris; on his leadership style; his relations

with his household; Kazemiyyeh's pérsonal relations with

Khomeini; on his political career in the post-Khomeini era;

his encounter with Behazin et al. on television, criticism

of Khalkhali and hisg desire to execute Dr. Nilufari in

Kurdistan; Khomeini's reaction to the entire episode

Activities in the Jonbesh magazine; his clash with Beheshtd  42-43
and hig opposition to the taking of the hostages at the

American Embassy} on his escape from Iran; on Beheshti's
justification of the presence of his name in the files and
documents selzed at the American Embassy, and the absence of
Kazemiyyeh's own name; his cousin's governmetnal positions,

and hils own career

On the Baha'is and Mohammad Amin, a member of the creed's Ly -46
leadership; on the origins of the Baha'i faith, and dts
political roots; on Islam's antagonism towards Baha'ism

On Behesghti's connections with Shari'ati; first encounter 46-48
with Khamene'i and Beheshti's impressions of Khamene'i,

his poetry, and his discussions over Kazemiyyeh's book;

Behashti's relations with Taleqani; Beheshti's clerical

network



SUBJECT "PAGE

Personal impressions of the other members of Khomeini's 48-50
entourage: Qotbzadeh and Bani Sadr; Bandi Sadr's father,

his monarchist tendencies, and hils realtions with General

Zahedi; on Ardesghir Zahedi's meeting with Bani Sadr in

Paris; Bani Sadr's connection with Bazargan and the

"Islamic" wing of the National Front; Qotbzadeh's relations

with the National Front; Yazdi's lines of contact; the

creation of contacts with Khomedini in Najaf

Banl Sadr and Qotbzadeh's feud; on how the three: Yazdi, 51-52
Bani Sadr, and Qotbzadeh rose from insignificance to
prominance

Ayatollah Taleqani and his popularity; Kazemiyyeh's clash  53-54
with Eshraql over veiling and his conversation with Taleqani

over the issue; Taleqani's relations with the Mujahedin:
Taleqani's education, political background, relations with
Mossadeq and Bazargan, and political differences with

Khomeini; Khomeini's chastisement of Taleqani and the

latter's speech at the Feyziyyeh School

Khomeini's decision-making style; response to the afternoon 55~57
to dawn curfew; on military governor's death list

Documents submitted to the Foundation for Iranian Studiles 58



KAZEMIYYEH, DESLAM

e P o P e . e S S R Al Mty i ks b i iy et e iy e M o TR PR £ S e e R Sy e A e S e i i

ahsa'i, Sheykh Ahmad,
Al-e Ahmad, Jalal,
Alam, Amir Asadollah,

Alamuti, Nureddin,

Amin, Mehdi,

Amini, “Ali,

Arani, Taqi,

Artg and Culture, Ministry of,
Bab, Mirza ‘Ali Mohammad Shirazi,
Baheri, Mohammad,

Bakhtivar, General Teymur,
Bakhtiyar, Shapur,

Bani Sadx, Abol-Hasan,

Bazargan, Mehdi,

Beh Azin, M. A.,
Beheshti, Ayatollah Mohammad Hosein,

Borujerdi, Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad
Hosein,

Daneshvar, Simin,

Fgbal Manuchehr,

Eshragi, Ayatollah Shahabeddin,
Bttela” at Newspaper,

Events of 1953,

Events of 1963-64,

Fada'iyan-e Eslam,

Fakhrara'i, Naser,

PForuhar, Daryush,

Preedom of Expression, Conference of,
Golpayegani, Ayatollah Mohammad Reza,
Gonabadi, Parvin,

Haj Seyyed Javadi, Ahmad,

Haj Seyyed Javadi, “Ali Asghar,

Hashemi-Rafsanjani, Ayatollah "Ali
Akbar,

Hoveyda, Amir 'Abbas,

Iran Freedom Movement,

Iran Party,

Jonbesh Newspaper,

Kashani, Ayatollah Seyyed Abol-Qasem,
Kazemiyyeh, Abol-Qasem,

Keyhan Newspaper,

Khalkhali, Ayatollah Sadeq,
Khamene'i, Ayatollah Seyyed “Ali,
Khan-"Ali,

Kho'einiha, Hojjattoleslam Mohammad,
Khomeini, Ahmad,

Page 1

4,47
26,27,29
7,8

29,30
44
7,23,26-29
2

5

45

8

23
25,33,55
48-51

23,24,49,50,54,
57,58

49
42,43,46-48

37

4
7,22,23

53

56,57

49
9,22,24,26,28,29
14,36

3

23

6

7

3¢

57

4,6,42,57

55

6,7
24

23

42

19

44

56
4¢-42
47,48
7,28
42

39



KAZEMIYYEH, ESLAM

Khomeini, Ayatollah Seyyed Ruhollah,

Maleki, Khalil,

Mossadeq, Mohammad,

Mo' iniyan, Nosratollah,
Musavi-Ardebili, Ayatollah "Abdol-Karim,
MNational Front,

Nationalization of Qil of 1950-K1,
Nikkhah, Parvig,

Nilufari,

Occupation of Iran of 1941,
Pahlavi, Mohammad Reza Shah,
Pahlavi, Queen Farah,

Pahlavi, Reza Shah,

Pan Iranist Front,

Qotbzadeh, Sadeq,

Rahimi, Mostafa,

Roghani, Haji,

Sadr, Ayatollah Seyyed Sadreddin,
Sahabi, Yadollah,

Sanjabi, Karim,

SAVAK,

Sazeman-e Cherikhay-e Fada'iyan-e
Khalqg,

Sazeman~e Moijahedin-e Khalge-e Iran,
Sharif-BEmami, Ja' far,

Shari‘ati, Mohanmad Taqi,
Shari'ati, ‘ali,

Shari’atmadari, Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad
Kazem,

Shaygan, Daryush,

Shirvanlu, Firuz,

Sho' aiyan, Mostafa,

Tabari, Fhsan,

Tabataba'i, Sadeq,

Tafazzoli, Jahangir,

Talegani, Ayatellah Seyyed Mahmud,
Third Force Party,

Toilers of Iran Party,

‘Pudeh Party,

Writer's Association,
Yazdi, Ebrahim,

Zahedi, Ardeshir,

Zahedi, General Fazlollah,
Zarrabi, Moluk,

Page 2

7-16,17,24,32-39,
41,49-56

2,23,24,29,49
3,24,54

6

55

23,24

3

25

49,41

1

6,19,27,31,33

5

1

23
40,48-52
4

9

34

24,58

58

7

24

24,53
7,28
47
46,47

7,8

3¢

25

24,25

2

49

8

24,48 ,52-57
23

3

2,3,5,8,13,21,
2830

5,6
50
49
49
21



